
Second Sunday in Advent (Year A) 

A service of wholeness and healing 

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church 

(all liturgy written by Rev. Erin Counihan)  

Dec. 4, 2016 

 

Gathering music  

(Anything John and the guys want to play)  

 

Advent Candle Lighting –  

Second Sunday of Advent - PEACE 

Voice 1: People of Faith, prepare the way of the Lord… when you are tired, when you are weary, when 

you are worn down, when you are ready to quit, remember that voice crying out in the wilderness: 

Voice 2: “Prepare the Way of the Lord”   

Voice 1: Our God of Hope (light the candle for HOPE) calls to us again and again- especially when we are 

weary, broken, and burned- and reminds us that something greater is coming. A new life. A life of love 

and hope and justice and peace. (light the candle for PEACE)  

Voice 2: Today as we light this fire for peace, may it kindle peace in our broken hearts, in our broken 

community, and our broken world.  

Voice 1: O people of God, come, let us walk in the PEACE of the Lord…. 

 

Sung Call to worship- Hymn #89: For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits  

6 verses- 

1. Leader  

2. All 

3. Men & lower voices 

4. Women & higher voices 

5. Leader 

6. All  

Litany of Lament and Confession 

One What is it about the wilderness?  

Many That we keep ending up there?  

One It can be dark and mysterious, lonely and dangerous.  



Many Everything feels heavier out there.  

One O God, we call to you from this wilderness.  

Many O God, we call to you from our own wildernesses.  

One Beneath the cloudy skies, the wind and rain, beyond the thick and heavy branches, below 

the thorns and prickers and gazing eyes of enemy creatures, we are there.  

Many Can you hear us, Lord?  

One Wrapped in worry and fear, shaking in danger, silent in the face of threats, paralyzed and 

afraid of saying or doing the wrong thing, we are there.  

Many Can you hear us, Lord?  

One Bruised, battered, torn and broken, some of us are still slowly stepping, and some of us 

have fallen down in a heap, but, O Lord, we are there.  

Many Can you hear us, Lord?  

One We cry out. For help. For hope. For forgiveness. For healing. For restoration. For fixing. For 

newness. For justice. For peace. For YOU.  

Many Can you hear us, Lord?  

One This wilderness is scary. It’s hard. And it seems to go on forever.  

Many Will you meet us here, Lord?  

One And then we see it. That wild man, with his cloak of camel hair, his locusts and honey, and 

his voice… oh, that voice! He reminds us of you.  

Many He calls to us, Lord.  

One He uses your words. He calls to us. He invites us in, deeper yet. Where you can meet us in 

the wilderness. Where you can find us in the wild. Where we can confess and you can 

forgive and we can move forward together.  

Many Do you hear us, Lord? Have you found us, Lord?  

One Call out again. Find us again. Forgive us some more. And hold us while we wait.  

Many O God, we call to you from this wilderness.  

One Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Taize Song- Within Our Darkest Night #294 

Assurance of Pardon 

Voice 1:  Within our darkest night, within the deepest storm, within the most dangerous wild, our Lord 

seeks us, finds us, forgives us, and makes us new. People of God, hear the good news: You are loved. 

You are heard. You are seen. You are felt. You are forgiven. Now. Still. Again. And always. Amen.   

Taize Song – Bless the Lord #544 

Moment for Children 

 

Taize Song- O Lord, Hear My Prayer #471 

Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 

Taize Song- In God Alone #814 



Reading : Matthew 3:1-12 

Sermon (a real short one, because, whoa, so much today)  

Taize Song- Wait for the Lord #90 

Prayer – 

God, we thank you for meeting us there, in that place, in those moments, in all of those ways. When we 

cry out. When we worry. When we hurt. When we’ve been cast aside. When we’ve been held down. 

When we’ve messed up. When we are the brood of vipers. When we forgot to repent. When we’ve be 

silent. When our pain has totally shut us down. Thank you for meeting us there. Thank you for calling us 

back. Thank you for hearing us in the wilderness. Thank you for reaching out to us in wild ways. Thank 

you for offering us healing, love, and hope. And Lord, if you will, once again, right now, come to us. 

Reach out. Into this hurting world. Into each hurting heart. Heal us. Make us new. In you. Give us hope. 

In you. Hold us in love. In you. And help us to share that help, that hope and that love with all your 

world. Amen.  

Offering  

Friends, we respond to God’s love, by sharing. Share now what you have been blessed with, so that you 

might be a blessing to others. Thanks be to God. Amen.  

Taize Song – In the Lord, I’ll be Ever Thankful  #654 

Communion 

Sung invitation to the table- “You Have Come By Way of Sorrow” by Cry, Cry, Cry  

Great Thanksgiving 

Voice 1: Friends, so many of us have come by way of sorrow. But the point is, you have come!  

Voice 2: Come to this table, found in this place, found in this moment, and let God meet you here. Right 

here.  

Voice 1: The Lord be with you.  

All: And also with you.  

Voice 1: Lift up your hearts.  

All: We lift them to the Lord.  

Voice 1: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Voice 1: Lord, we give you thanks and praise. Because you keep finding us. In the wildernesses we 

create, in the wildernesses we stumble upon, and in the wildernesses thrust upon us. You, O Creator, 

you find us there. You call to us and love us there. You call us out. You ask us to bear fruit and to live in 

faith.  

Voice 2: Lord, we give you thanks and praise. Because you have always found your people. Every time 

they run away from you. Every time they turn the wrong way. Every time they misinterpret your 

message. Every time they take advantage of your blessing. You set things right again. You find a way to 

reach us and remind us again.  



Voice 1: Lord, we give you thanks and praise. Because you hear the cries of your people. Those who are 

hurting. Those who are wailing. Those who are desperate. Those who are threatened and don’t see a 

way to safety. You hear us and you offer us healing. You send us community. You fill us with life. And 

you give us Jesus.  

Voice 2: Lord, we give you thanks and praise. Because you work in bold ways through wild people. Help 

us to hear when the wild ones call our way. And help us to be your bold voices as we walk through this 

wilderness.  

Voice 1: Lord, we give you thanks and praise. You are holy and wonderful and we don’t fully understand 

how you work, but we are here to be with you. Hear the cries of our hearts now…. 

(Silence)  

Voice 2: Lord, we give you thanks and praise and offer these prayers to you in hope and trust. As we 

come to your table, Lord, hear our prayers. Hold our hurts. And fill our hearts. Today. We pray tall this 

and more using the words Jesus taught us to pray, saying… 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Voice 1: On the night before he died, knowing full well what was going to happen, Jesus gathered his 

friends, a group of imperfect followers not all that different from me and you, who had drama and 

struggles and hurts and mistakes, and they all shared a meal. He took the bread, and after giving thanks 

to God, he broke it and gave it to the disciples saying, “Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me.”  

Voice 2: In the same way, with those same broken and messed up folks, he took the cup, and shared it 

with them, saying: This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink of it, do this in remembrance of me.” 

Voice 1: Christ invites us now to that same table. Knowing full well who we are and what’s happening in 

our world. Jesus invites us to come and be together, to be loved, to be filled, and to be renewed.  

Voice 2: When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we remember the life and death of Christ, the one 

who seeks us and the one we seek to follow, and we proclaim his resurrection, his love, his hope, for us 

and for all the world. Right here at this table. In this moment. Now and forever more.  

Voice 1: So, come and be filled.  

Voice 2: Come and be loved.  

Voice 1: Come and be fed.  

Voice 2: Come and let God meet you here. Amen.  

 

Communion of the people 

Instructions for Communion by Intinction: Please come forward by the center aisle and return by the side 



aisles.  Take a hearty piece of the common loaf, as much as you like or as much as you need, and dip it 

into the cup, then partake of the elements together. All are welcome at this table.  

Stations for Prayer and Anointing  

As you come forward for communion, if you would like to receive a personal prayer for healing or 

anointing with oil, please walk over to the station by the baptismal font, and a worship leader will be 

glad to pray for you, or anoint your hands or forehead with oil.  

 

Prayer after communion 

Lord we thank you for your presence. In this world. In the city. In the wilderness. In our community. In 

our lives. And in this moment at the table. May your presence and this meal meet us in a place we 

never expected. Help us to find hope always in you. And help us to witness to this hope for all the 

world to feel. Amen.  

Reading- "THE PEACE OF WILD THINGS" BY WENDELL BERRY 

When despair for the world grows in me 

and I wake in the night at the least sound 

in fear of what my life and my children's lives may be, 

I go and lie down where the wood drake 

rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 

I come into the peace of wild things 

who do not tax their lives with forethought 

of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 

And I feel above me the day-blind stars 

waiting with their light. For a time 

I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

Song- O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #88 

Blessing – Romans 15:13  

Voice 2: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 


