
A whole bunch of Calls to Worship 
Written for worship at Oak Hill Presbyterian Church, St. Louis, MO, by the Rev. Erin Counihan.  

Erin likes to share. So feel free to use these in your worship if they work in your setting.  

*Note: All of these Calls were used in RCL Year C, but are A) not in order here, and B) not all 

pulled from the texts.  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Adapted from Psalm 85:7-9 

One: Show us your love, O Lord.  

Many: Show us your steadfast love.  

One: Help us to hear as you speak.  

Many: Help us to listen for your word of peace.  

One: Show us your love, O Lord.  

Many: And make sure we notice all those places where your glory dwells-  

One:  Show us your steadfast love, O Lord.  

Many:  Let your love and glory be in us.  

Let your love and glory work through us.  

One:  Come, let us worship our Lord of love!  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: God is calling… 

All: God is calling to us, all the time.  

Children:  Through whispers and SHOUTS,   

One: In stories and song, 

All: Through heartache and celebration, 

Children: Wherever we are, 

One: Wherever we go, 

All: Even if we sit still, 

Children: Or if we wiggle around, 

One: God is calling…. 

All: Let us listen!  

Children: And let’s worship our God!  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Adapted from Psalm 119: 41-104 

One: Let your steadfast love come to me, O Lord… 

Many: I will follow your way and keep your law continually, 

One: Forever and ever, we say.  

Many: Your blessings have fallen upon us, so we hurry to live by your Word.  

One: The earth, O Lord, is full of your steadfast love.  

Many: Teach us your law, O God.  

One: Teach us good judgment and knowledge, pour into our hearts your 

understanding.  

Many: For your words are sweet to our taste!  

One: Sweeter than honey on our lips!  

Many: Let your sweet, steadfast love come to us, O Lord.  

One: And let us always follow your way!  

 



 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Adapted from the Prayer of Habakkuk, Hab. 3 

One: O Lord, I have heard of your renown and I stand in awe, O Lord, of your 

work.  

Many: God, your glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of your 

praise!  

One: Rays came forth from the hidden power in your hand.  

Many: Your good creation witnessed to your glory.  

One: But over time, with divisions and complications, disagreements and violent 

outbursts, feuding families and power-hungry empires, we spoiled your 

good work.  

Many: You loved us still.  

One: You took action. You saw the mess we had made and you shook the earth. 

You made the nations tremble.  

Many: You loved us still.  

One: Your sea did rage, your mountains crumbled.  

Your sun reached our her hands and your moon stood still in its exalted 

place, watching as your fury and anger got to work, crushing out wickeness 

and trampling our sin.  

Many: You loved us still.  

One: And we look around today and see your world, broken and divided, and 

wonder where you are…  

Many: God, our Lord, you are our strength. In the beauty and the mess, the 

praise and the pain, the hurt and the hope, you are always our strength.  

One: God, the Lord, is my strength.  

Many: God, the Lord, is my strength.  
 

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Adapted from Psalm 66:1-12 

One: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; 

Many: Sing the glory of God’s name! 

One: Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!”  

Many: “All the earth worships you and sings praises to your name.”  

One: Remember all that God has done.  

Many: Remember all those times when God showed up,  

One: Remember how God led us through fire and water, storm and rain, 

carrying our burdens and our hope on God’s own back.    

Many How could we forget the loving presence of our Lord?  

One: Let us remember, and sing, and praise, and celebrate the Lord our God.  

Many: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, and sing the glory of God’s name!   

 

 

 

 

 
 



*CALL TO WORSHIP   Adapted from Psalm 46 

One: God is our refuge.  

Many: God is our strength.  

One: God is our very present help in times of trouble.  

Many: So we do not fear.  

One: Okay, well, sometimes we fear a little.  

Many: But we hold fast to our faith.  

One: We put our trust in the Lord.  

Many: And we cling tight to God’s promises.  

One: Because when the mountains shake… 

Many: God is steady.  

One: When the seas roar and foam… 

Many: God is calm.  

One: When the ground trembles with its tumult...  

Many: God holds still.  

One: When the nations are in an uproar… 

Many: God makes her voice clear.  

One: “Be still, and know that I am God!”  

Many: The Lord our God is with us.  

One: The Lord our God is our refuge.  

Many: Come, let us worship our God.   

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: I was lost.  

Many: I was so very lost.  

One: In that moment, on that day, for that time… we’ve all been lost at some 

point, haven’t we?  

Many: Some of us wandered and some of us ran,  

One: Some of us got distracted,  

Many: And some of us just took a bad turn.  

One: But the God who loves us all showed up.  

Many: Our God found us again.  

One: Let us celebrate the Lord who loves us so much as to keep seeking us.  

Many: Let us celebrate our Lord who loves us so much as to keep finding us!  

One: Come, let us worship God!  

 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Adapted from Psalm 50:1-8 

One; God said, “Gather to me my faithful ones…” 

Many: We hear that call and we come seeking God.  

One: God said, “Hear, O my people, and I will speak…” 

Many: Lord, we are here to listen for your word.  

One: God said, “I am God, your God.” 

Many: We who know it is you, have come to worship our God.  

 

 



*CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: This morning as we gather, as the earth continues to spin, as the critters look 

for their daily meals, as neighbors head off to work, as children play, and as 

the news keeps streaming in, we gather here, and pause for just a moment.   

Many: We pause in your presence, Lord.  

 (Silence)  

One: We set time aside in our busy schedules to come and be with you.  

Many: We set time aside in our busy schedules to come and be together in your 

presence, Lord.  

One: Be thou our vision, O Lord.  

Many: Be thou our guide, O Spirit.  

One: Be thou our healer, O Christ.  

Many: And let us be yours, O God.  

One: Come, let us take this time together, and worship our Lord.  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Adapted from Luke 1:68-79  

One: Blessed be the Lord our God!  

Many: For God looks favorably upon the people.  
One: For God has spoken through the prophets.  

Many: For God remembers the holy covenant.  

One: For God keeps sacred promises.  

Many: For God calls us to be a part of the message.  

One: For God calls us to be a part of the work.  

Many: For God calls us to be messengers of love.  

One: For God calls us to share the story of faith.  

Many: For God calls us to live as witnesses to the Word.  

One: For God calls us to lead with grace.  

Many: For God calls us to proclaim hope for all.  

One: We give thanks to the Lord, for by the tender mercy of our God,  

Many: The dawn from on high will break upon us,  

One: To give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,   

Many: And to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

One: Come, let us give thanks, and bless the name of the Lord our God!  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: God of Love, we call upon your presence. 

Many: Send down your love, let it blanket the earth.  

One: God of Light, we call upon your presence.  

Many: Fill every dark space, every dark thought, every darkened heart. 

One: God of Hope, we call upon your presence.  

Many: When we are troubled, when evil creeps in, when we can't feel you, 

don't give up on us. 

One: God of Life, we call upon your presence. 

Many: For we know you have already conquered death, sorrow, evil and 

hate.  Help us to find true life in you.  

One: O Holy One, enter this space.  Enter our lives.  And call us to you. 

Many: Come, let us worship together!  



*CALL TO WORSHIP   Inspired by Genesis 18:14  
One: When I rise in the morning, and am aware of a new day-  

Many: I say, is anything too wonderful for the Lord?  

One: When I get to working, with a task at hand, but sense there is so much to do-  

Many: I say, is anything too wonderful for the Lord?  

One: When I grow lost in my own efforts, my own stumblings, my own burdens 

and worries-  

Many: I say, is anything too wonderful for the Lord?  

One: When I am comforted, helped, and healed-  

Many: I say, is anything too wonderful for the Lord?  

One: When we gather together, despite all our troubles, conflicts, and distractions, 

let us say, and keep saying-  

Many: Is anything too wonderful for the Lord?  

One: Come, oh church, and let us worship our God of wonder and joy!  

 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Adapted from Psalm 139:1-6 

One: When we sit, when we rise, when we speak out and when we are silent,  

Many: Our Lord is there!  

One: Our Creator knows us.  

Many: Our Creator knows us well.  

One: God discerns our thoughts and listens to our ponderings.  

Many: God knows us completely.  

One: So as we are known, and as we are loved, and just as we are, let us come 

before our God.  

Many: Let us worship and praise the One who knows us and loves us 

completely.  

One: Come, let us worship the Lord.  

 


