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Big Tent Community Worship 

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church  

St. Louis, MO 

Friday, July 7, 2017 

 

Gathering Music 

Call to Worship       A reinterpretation of Psalm 150 

Voice 1:  Praise the Lord! 

Voice 2:  Praise God in the sanctuary! 

Voice 3:  Praise God in the streets! 

Voice 4:  Praise God for all God does. 

Voice 1:  Praise God for being so great! 

Voice 2:  Praise God with trumpets and big ole pipe organs. 

Voice 3:  Praise God with protest chants and drums. 

Voice 4:  Praise God with wailing voices and marching feet. 

Voice 1:  Praise God with legal action and paperwork, too. 

Voice 2:  Praise God with loud, clashing voices;  

Voice 3:  with generations of the faithful debating, discussing, continuing in hard 

conversations in love. 

Voice 4:  Praise God with dance and spoken word. 

Voice 1:  Praise God with community organizing and neighborhood meetings. 

Voice 2:  Praise God in listening to a stranger’s story.  

Voice 3:  Praise God in sharing your story, too.  

Voice 4:  Praise God as your understandings shift and flow.   

Voice 1:  Praise God in the changes you make.  

Voice 2:  Praise God as you are being changed.  

Voice 3:  Praise God with all you have and all you do. 

Voice 4:  Praise God with your heart, and your voice, and your soul.  

Voice 1:  And praise God with your hands and your feet, too.  

Voice 2:  Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! 

ALL:  Praise the Lord! 

 

Song     God of Great and God of Small    No. 19 
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Prayer 

One:  Lord God, give ear to our words… 

Many:  For we know you listen for our cries, our shouts, our prayers, and our 

silence.  

One:  You hear us when we pray, and when we avoid prayer, too.  

Many:  You hear us when we talk around the issues and when we avoid telling 

the truth.  

One:  So, hear us now, with all that we are, and all the baggage we bring, O 

Lord, hear us this day.  

Many:  Hear us as we engage in this work of being honest with ourselves.  

One:  Hear us as we are awkward and cautious.  

Many:  Hear us as we confess, as we grapple, and as we re-create.   

One:  Hear us as we pray in hope, as we try new things, as we muster up 

courage to find new ways to grow closer to you  

Many:  Hear us, Lord, and give us strength.  

One:  Fill us with ideas and opportunities, with ways to make things new.   

Many:  Send your Spirit to guide us through conversations and changes,  

One:  Send your Truth to enlighten and enflame our hearts,  

Many:  Send your Vision to give us courage to commit to hard conversations.   

One:  Send your Love to guide our voices AND our actions.  

Many:  Lord, as we confess, listen, challenge and change,  

One:  As we stretch and grow, as we work and move, as we witness and 

boldly proclaim your justice, love, and hope,  

Many:  Be with us!  

One:  Hear our prayers.  

Many:  Hear our struggles.  

One:  Guide our steps.  

Many:  Call us to action.  

One:  Set your church on fire,  

Many:  In love and service to you.  

One:  And give this world hope,  

Many:  Through the truth you are already making real,  

One:  Over and over, and all over again.   

Many:  We commit, Lord, to being a part of it.  

One:  We commit, Lord, to giving ear to your words.  

Many:  We commit, Lord, to putting our full faith in you.  

One:  And we can’t wait to see what you will do with, in, and through us.  
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Many:  We can’t wait to see how you will use your church, in this time, to do a 

very new thing.  

One:  To preach hope and work for justice.  

Many:  We can’t wait to worship you with our actions, with our work, with our 

words, and with our witness.  

One:  Lord God, give ear to all the ways we now commit to worshiping you… 

 

Song     In an Age of Twisted Values     No. 345 

Prayers of Light 

 

V1: Sometimes our prayers are written in words.  

V2: Sometimes we sing them aloud. 

V3: And sometimes we’ve got to move ourfeet.  

V4: Pray with our bodies.  

V1: And send you, Lord, our sighs too deep for words.  

V2: So we get up tonight, and light these candles.  

V3: For the struggles, sins, and silences of our past.  

V4: For the hopes, longings, and dreams of our tomorrows.  

V1: For where we are right now and for what you might be calling us to do, 

say, and be next.  

V2: Lord, hear now, all our prayers.  

 

Instructions in bulletin: You are invited to come forward and light a candle in prayer, or to 

remain seated and pray silently.  

Music will play in the background 

 

Words of Scripture 

 Amos 5:21-24 

I hate, I despise your festivals, 

   and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.  

22 Even though you offer me your burnt-offerings and grain-offerings, 

   I will not accept them; 

and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

   I will not look upon.  
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23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

   I will not listen to the melody of your harps.  

24 But let justice roll down like waters, 

   and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 

 Micah 6:6-8 

“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

    and bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

    with calves a year old? 
7 

Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

    and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

    and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

 John 13:34-35 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another. 
35 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another.” 

 

 Luke 6:46-49 

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I tell you? 47 I will show you what 

someone is like who comes to me, hears my words, and acts on them. 48 That one is like a 

man building a house, who dug deeply and laid the foundation on rock; when a flood arose, 

the river burst against that house but could not shake it, because it had been well 

built.[j] 49 But the one who hears and does not act is like a man who built a house on the 

ground without a foundation. When the river burst against it, immediately it fell, and great 

was the ruin of that house.” 

 

Reflection 

 Erin’s short reflection and instructions 

Friends, most of you will go home tomorrow. We will leave this conference and go back to 

your own congregations and communities. And most of you hear the things you've heard at 
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this conference, they're not new. Nothing here is groundbreaking or shocking information. 

This work is old. This work is common. This work has been ongoing for generations. Our text is 

old. Our story, our tradition, our Jesus, it's all old as well. None of this is new. 

The question for us remains "why do you call me lord, lord and do not do what I tell you to 

do?" 

We have all spent a good deal of money and time to come here to this place, to gather 

together, to buy books and read articles, to discuss strategies and swap tips. But honestly, this 

work isn't that hard to figure out.   

And just a couple A versus earlier Jesus says "Blessed are you who are poor for yours is the 

kingdom of God Blessed are you who are hungry now for you will be filled Blessed are you who 

weep now for you will laugh blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude 

you when they were file you and defame you on account of me." 

We claim to be disciples have some clear instructions to follow. Bless the poor. Bless those 

who are weeping. Heal the sick. Share the good news. Proclaim Christ love. Share with one 

another. Go forth. Make disciples. Do you justice. Love kindness. And walk humbly with God. 

Here Jesus's words, and act on them. 

 

OK, so it's gonna be a little awkward. It might ruffle some feathers. It might affect your 

financial bottom line. You might make mistakes. And, it's still what we're called to do. To hear 

Jesus's words, AND act on them.  

 

I wonder, if the church's current foundation isn't a little bit shook because we haven't been 

digging deeply.  

 

Beloveds, it's time to dig in!  

 

I invite you tonight, to take a moment, and consider how you will dig in, dig deeply, when you 

get home. What words is Christ calling you to hear AND act on? What spark has the Spirit set 

on your heart, for your congregation, in your context. What next steps are you being called to 

try?  

 

On the back of your bulletin tonight, there's a blank page. As the music plays now, I invite you 

to reflect and pray. To listen and consider. Then I invite you to make a commitment, jot down 

an idea, sketch out an image, dream up a plan, make some note or mark indicating one thing 

you feel called to do, one action you feel called to make, as led by your faith, as led by God's 

Word, as led by your community's need, to act on what you've heard at this conference.  
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 All reflect, pray, write (music is played here)  

Prayer 

Leader: Creator, Spirit, Friend,  

We thank you for the ways you are reaching out to your people, to your church, calling us to 

dig deep and rebuild, to renovate and rediscover, who we were always called to be- your 

disciples, your ambassadors, your branches, your people. People who do justice and make it to 

flow down and around and through and within. People who hear your call and your Word and 

TAKE ACTION. Right now. In these days. People who move forward, emboldened by faith in a 

God who keeps creating, who keeps calling, and who keeps using people like us to change the 

whole world. Lord, we thank you. Lord, we love you. Lord, we are ready to follow you way. We 

pray all this, using the words you taught us to pray, saying…. 

All: Our Father…. 

Song      Freedom is Coming      No. 359 

Charge 

V1: Beloveds, hear the Good News:  

V2: Our God is doing a new thing!  

V3: Our God keeps doing new things!  

V4: Our God is doing a new thing in us.  

V1: Right here.  

V2: Right now.  

V3: And you are a part of it.  

V4: So let God do a new thing in you.  

V1: Let God try a new thing in your church.  

V2: Let God take on a new challenge in your community.  

V3: Ha! As if you can stop God!  

V4: God will do it anyway.  

V1: But, oh, to get to be a part of it… 

V2: God wants us to be a part of it.  

V3: You are being called to be a part of the new thing God is doing now.  

V4: So dig deep.  

V1: So jump in.  

V2: So study up.  
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V3: So don’t be afraid.  

V4: God’s got you.  

V1: God loves you.  

V2: God is ready to work with you.  

V3: God is ready to work through you . 

V4: Praise the Lord!  

All:  Praise the Lord!  

 

Song      Go to the World      No. 295 

Sending Music 

 

Following worship, we will head outside to board the busses to Go to the World! We’re going 

to take you experience one of the ways we’ve engaged in community ministry over the past 

couple of years. We’re going to play Human Foosball! So collect your purses and coats and 

notes and materials, and hurry onto that bus so we can PLAY! The Foosball place is just a few 

blocks away, and restrooms are available there. There will be plenty there for everyone, of all 

ability and interest level, to do! Now, let’s get out there and do it… 

 

 

 

Thank you to the following for participating in tonight’s worship service:  

Ms. Donna Cook, Liturgist 

Mr. Chris Crawford, Liturgist 

Mr. Josh Smith, Liturgist 

Ms. Valery Welch, Trumpet  

Ms. Susan Brown, Minister of Music, Oak Hill Presbyterian Church 

Rev. Erin Counihan, Pastor, Oak Hill Presbyterian Church  

Rev. Melanie Smith, Associate Pastor for Youth and Young Adults, Ladue Chapel Presbyterian Church   

 


