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Communion Liturgy – Easter 2017 

This liturgy was written for Worship at Oak Hill Presbyterian Church in St. Louis, MO, on Easter Sunday 2017, 

by the Rev. Erin Counihan. (We used pastors and youth for the invitation voices.)  

Invitation to the Table:  

Voice 1:  They were just walking down the road.  

Voice 2:  Full of joy and fear.  

Voice 3:  Probably not really understanding any of this.  

Voice 4:  But faithfully following, still.  

Voice 1:  The earth had shook.  

Voice 2:  The stone rolled away.  

Voice 3:  And then suddenly he was there, and he said,  

Voice 4:  “Greetings!”  

Voice 1:  Greetings?  

Voice 2:  Still, they ran at him.  

Voice 3:  And clung to his feet.  

Voice 4:  And worshiped him.  

Voice 1:  The one who had changed so much.  

Voice 2:  The one who was changing things again.  

Voice 3:  The one who greets us today.  

Voice 4:  You and me.  

Voice 1:  Here and now.  

Voice 2:  And invites us in.  

Voice 3:  To be loved.  

Voice 4:  To be healed.  

Voice 1:  To be challenged.  

Voice 2:  To be fed.  

Voice 3:  To be filled.  

Voice 4:  With world changing love.  

Voice 1:  With death defying love.  

Voice 2:  With sin conquering love.  

Voice 3:  With love to the very end.  

Voice 4:  So come, and be greeted with love.  
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THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Avery:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Avery: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Avery: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

Erin: It is right and good and wonderful, Lord to give you thanks and 

praise. Alleluia! God, you are the one who spoke life into the word, 

who planted love in our hearts, and breathed your Word into our 

lungs. You took simple dust and made it mean more. You took simple 

relationships and made them precious. You took simple moments and 

made them sacred. And you took simple people and made them 

prophets, poets, saints, and followers.  

Alan: God, when we fell you picked us up. When we failed, you 

forgave us. When we abandoned you, you ran after us. When we 

raged, you calmed us. And when we hurt, you embraced us. We thank 

you for your constant presence and steadfast love.  

Avery: God of love, you sent us Jesus, the one who came with healing in his touch, mercy in his 

voice, peace in his heart, and hope in his steps. We tried to break him. We tried to control him. 

We tried to kill him. But by your power, the earth shook, and the people tremble

could not hold him. Your love kept loving.  

Korla: So like the women that day, we cling to you and worship you, 

and we join our siblings in faith throughout the ages and nations, in 

proclaiming your glory:   
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SANCTUS 

No. 556 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and 

might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the 

Lord’s name. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the One who comes in the 

Lord’s name. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Erin: Lord, we trust in you. So we offer you these prayers today. Send out your resurrection 

spirit on this world. Greet all who hurt, worry, and fear with love, help, and hope. Find the 

places we have broken, and bring repair. Shake this world again. Shake our hearts. Send your 

love. Renew our spirits. Refresh our faith. And fill our hearts with joy. So that we can do 

nothing but walk forward proclaiming your love, in word and deed, wherever we may go. Lord, 

we pray all this, in faith and trust, using the words Jesus taught us, saying….. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Alan: On the night he was betrayed, before he was arrested, knowing all that was to come, 

Jesus had so much love in his heart to share with his friends, that he gathered them 

together and offered them this meal. He took the bread, and after giving thanks, he broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take. Eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.  



4 

 

Erin: In the same way, he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant sealed in my 

blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in 

remembrance of me.  

Alan: When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, until 

you come in glory. Amen.  

Erin: People of God, this feast has been prepared for you by our risen Lord. This table was 

set by Jesus’ very own love. This table isn’t of any particular denomination or brand, and 

doesn’t check membership or study records. All who seek God are invited. All who seek 

God are welcome. So, come, and share, you who are saints and you who are sinners, you 

who are full of faith and you who have just a bit left, you who come here often and you 

who haven’t been in quite a while. Jesus has set this feast for you.  

Alan: We’ll share communion today with one another, passing the plates and turning to our 

neighbor to say: this is Christ’s body, broken for you. And: this is Christ’s blood, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. Sharing it in this way, we share the love that shakes the earth.  

Erin: Friends, all is set, let God’s love be shared with all…..  

SHARING AND RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (cont’d) 

 

Communion Meditation  John Holt, piano 

 Brian Beckmann and Paul Bordeaux, guitar 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 

Korla: Let us pray.   

Unison:  Gracious God, you have already changed everything.  And you’re changing it all 

again.  As we share in this feast that you have prepared, by your Spirit unite us with the 

risen Lord Jesus, and with all who are changed by your love.  Help us to go from this place, 

into the world, to proclaim hope, to work for peace, and love one another to the end.  

Amen.  

 


