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Communion Liturgy – World Communion Sunday – October 2, 2016 

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church (written by the Rev. Erin Counihan)  

Worship texts (for reference): Luke 17:5-10, Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

 

Invitation to the Table 

ERIN:  

Friends, we come to the table… not because we are worthy…  

KORLA:  

We come to the table… not because we are perfect….  

ALAN:  

We come to the table… not because we have it all figured out…. 

ERIN:  

We come to the table… because we are invited.   

KORLA:  

At this table, Christ recognizes that the world is a mess. And still calls us 

in.  

ALAN:  

At this table, Christ sees the world’s hurts. And still calls us in.  

ERIN:  

At this table, Christ hears the world’s cries. And still calls us in.  

KORLA:  

At this table, Christ offers the world hope. And calls us to join in.  
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ALAN:  

At this table, Christ offers the world love. And calls us to join in.  

ERIN:  

The reality is, this day, as all the world comes to Christ’s table, our 

whole mess is exposed. All of our pain, worry and fear. All of our 

doubts, mistakes, and failures. And the absolute beauty in that, is Christ 

meets us there. In that spot. And calls us to be part of something else. 

Something beautiful and true. Something hopeful and holy. Something 

grace-filled and healing. Here at this table.  

KORLA:  

So come to this table, that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has set, for 

you, for me, for us, and for the whole world. Let this table come to you, 

let this meal find you in your pew, but also wherever you are in your 

journey right now. Let Jesus meet you right there.  

ALAN:  

This table that Christ prepares, it’s no Presbyterian table, no American 

table, no St. Louis table, no Oak Hill table. It’s the table of our Lord. And 

that Lord set it just for you. 

ERIN:  

So join in this feast, all you who are rested and all you who are weary, 

all you who are broken and all you who are blessed, all you who are 

hoping and all you who are hurting, all you who are faithful and all you 

who just have a shred of faith left. Let our Lord meet you here. And let 

our Lord fill you anew.  

ALAN:    

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Lord, it is our duty and our joy to give you praise. Not because all is 

right in our world or in our lives, but because no matter the situation, 

you have always been there. Creating and inspiring, challenging and 

reminding, healing and forgiving, throughout the ages you have been 

there. Just as you did with our ancestors, you do today- you nudge us 

along, so we might follow your path, and you pull us back in when we 

lose our way. You look after your people, in every time, in every 

language, in every tradition, in every land. You send us prophets and 

mentors, teachers and guides. And though we fall short, confuse easily, 

and misuse your message, You remain faithful, always. You inspire our 

faith. You fill us and your whole world with grace and love.  

And so, we give thanks for all that you are and all that you do, and that 

you have prepared this rich feast for us— a feast of grace for all the 

nations and peoples of the world, a moment of beauty and truth and 

togetherness, a bit of your presence to cherish and enjoy, and a sign of 

the day when we will all be one in you.  

We praise you, Lord, and join in the song of your universal church and 

your heavenly choir…. 

The Sanctus  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is the One who comes in the Lord’s name. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the One who comes in the Lord’s name. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

ERIN:  

Blessed is the One who now hears our prayers. Lord, we pray to you 

this day for all your world. We pray for those who are in danger and for 

those who are causing such fear. We pray for those who are hurting 

and for those who are creating pain. Lord, for the people in your world, 

those we know and those we know not, who need you right now, we 

name them silently now…  

(silence)  

Blessed is the One who hears our cries and comes with an answer, with 

a vision, with a plan. Help us, Lord, to have faith while we wait. Help us 

to work for your justice, peace and love, while we wait. And help us to 

celebrate, when we see your vision lived out. Lord, we give you thanks 

for all the ways we have seen your vision, your work, your presence in 

action this week…. 

(silence)  

Blessed is the One who hears our prayers. We offer all of these prayers, 

and the cries and shouts held silently in the depths of our hearts and 

spirits, to you now, Lord, in trust, in faith, praying as you taught us to 

pray, saying… Our Father…..  
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KORLA:  

Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior. The One who reached out to a couple 

of guys in a boat, a women bent over, hungry crowds on a hill, and 

people grabbing at him in the street.  

ALAN:  

Blessed is Jesus who broke the rules, tossed the tables, and challenged 

the faithful to new ways of believing and following our Lord.  

ERIN: (BREAKING THE BREAD)  

And Blessed is Jesus who on the night before he died, gathered his 

friends for a meal, took the bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to 

them, saying: Take, eat. This is my body. Do this, remembering me.  

ALAN:  

(POURING THE CUP) 

Blessed is Jesus who in the same way, took the cup and gave it took 

them saying: This cup is the new covenant, sealed in my blood.  Drink of 

it, all of you. Do this, remembering me.  

ERIN:  

We take this cup and we take this bread today in the name of Jesus 

Christ. We pass it to one another, today, remembering that people of 

faith all over the world are sharing this same meal. And so, as you pass 

the plates, as you say to your neighbor, this is Christ’s body broken for 

you, as you say to your neighbor, this is Christ’s blood shed for you, you 

proclaim these words not just here in this place, but throughout God’s 
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great world. With love, let us now share in that feast. Thanks be to 

God!  

SHARING THE BREAD AND THE CUP 

 

 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

KORLA:  Let us pray. 

Unison:  Gracious God, you have poured out your Holy Spirit among 

us and all the world.  Make us one in you: one in ministry, one in 

mission, one in the unity of your love. Amen   (From PCUSA BCW)  
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Another idea:  

Let us prepare our hearts 

 

We prepare them for the Lord 

 

Let us open our minds 

 

We open them for the Word 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

 

We give thanks for the goodness of creation 

 

Creator God, in the beginning you put life into the emptiness, light into the darkness and saw 

that it was good. 

 

We are created in your image to see good in the light. 

 

You created the earth and sky, land and sea, and saw that creation was good 

.   

We are created in your image to see good in creation. 

 

Then you created birds that fly in the sky, creatures that swim in the sea, and all kinds of 

animals that live on the land, and saw that they were good. 

   

We are created in your image to see good in the world. 

 

You created people to live on the earth, to love and be loved, to care for this creation and be 

fruitful.  And you saw it was good, very good. 

   

We are created in your image to see  good in each other. 
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And when we failed to praise you for a harvest of plenty, to obey your commands and care for 

the world that you put in our hands, you sent us your Son to show us the way. 

 

We are created in his image to see good in the dark. 

 

So look at each other: we are made in God's image, to love and be loved and to find peace from 

that love. 

 

Thank you, Creator of All, that we can see you are good and find peace with each 

other.  Amen. 

 


