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PALMS TO PASSION LEADER’S GUIDE  
Written by Rev. Erin Counihan for worship at  

OAK HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

April 9, 2017 Palms to Passion Sunday (Year A)  10:30 a.m. 

The Sunday before Easter is traditionally Palm Sunday, when we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and the 

beginning of Holy Week. We have special services this week to remember and engage in the rest of the Passion story, but 

for many, it is hard to get to church for Maundy Thursday or Good Friday worship. So today, we will take a few moments 

to remember that part of the story, too. The order of worship will be different, so follow along in the bulletin, and join 

Jesus and his followers on this journey to the cross.  

*those who are comfortable, please stand 

THE WORD CALLS US TOGETHER 

WORDS OF WELCOME AND INSTRUCTION- ERIN  

PRELUDE Lo, He Comes! Sing We Hosanna! Horman 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   Matthew 21:1-11 
(The children are all gathered in the back for the palm procession, but together, from there, they shout out the call to 

worship, with help from adult leaders.) 

Voice 1:   When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the 

village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 

colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything 

to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 

immediately.”  

Voice 2:    This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, 

saying,  “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you,  

humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  

Children:  The disciples went and did what Jesus told them.  

All: They brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, 

and he sat on them.  

Voice 1:   A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 

Voice 2:   The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting:  

Children:  Hosanna!  

All:  “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  

Voice 1:   When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking,  

“Who is this?” 

Voice 2:   The crowds were saying, 

Children:  It’s Jesus!  

All:  “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
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*OPENING HYMN Hosanna, Loud Hosanna No. 197 

(Palm Parade with youth during the opening hymn) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  and THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Voice 3: As the people walked with Jesus into the city, as they came to greet him, to see him, to 

throw their cloaks before him, they came with their ailments, with their worries, with their 

hopes, and with their sorrows. Today, we too come to greet Jesus, with our illnesses, our 

questions, our dreams, and our struggles. Usually we save these for the end of worship, and 

share them together in prayer. But as we are entering this space today, as we are meeting Jesus 

here, for today, let’s begin by bringing our prayers right to God. O church, what are our prayers 

today? (Our congregation has a tradition of sharing joys and sorrows, prayers and celebrations. This is the time when 

we share, then pray, then close with the Lord’s prayer.)  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

ANTHEM Hosanna! Samuels 

 Chancel Choir with Children’s Choir 

 

TIME FOR GROWING DISCIPLES- ERIN  

Erin gives a short version of the holy week story for the kids, and invites them to 

stay for the service, since it is so different today, and listen.  

OFFERING OUR GIFTS – Erin will instruct the kids to collect both the canned goods and 

the financial offering and then will pray with kids over both.  

 

THE STORY Matthew 21:12 - 26:3 

 JESUS IN JERUSALEM 

Voice 1:   

Jesus entered Jerusalem that day, with the crowd and the palms and the shouts of hosanna, and 

he went right into the center of town, to the temple courts. He saw them there- buying and 

selling, selling and buying, and he lost it. He could not believe the systems they had created, the 

ways they were offending God, right there in God’s space, and he told them so. He tossed the 

tables and threw their benches and drove them out. And everyone, all around, just stood and 

watched…slowly, people began to approach him…. 

Voice 2:   

People who were hurting, people who had troubles and struggles and worries and woes. People 

who were ill and people who’d been cast aside. They approached him. And he healed them. He 

cured them, right there, on the spot. The children who were watching cried out, Hosanna! But 
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the leaders of the temple weren’t so excited. “Did you HEAR what they are saying?” They grew 

angry. How could he? What was he…? Oh, no, we cannot have this… 

Voice 1:   

The week went on like that very day. Jesus, in the city, teaching and healing, telling stories and 

offering answers, always under the worrisome and watchful eye of the chief priests and 

community leaders. He was causing a bit of a ruckus.  

Voice 2:   

The leaders began to question him directly. They’d look for ways to trick him or stump him or 

catch him in some sort of wrong answer. But Jesus wasn’t fooled. He stuck to his plan, he shared 

his truth, and he told them what to expect- all that was to come. But all that did was further the 

anger of the authorities, the powerful, the faithful leaders of Jerusalem.  

Voice 1:   

So he told his closest friends, his disciples: You know, the Passover is just 2 days away. And the 

Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” And right then, as he was saying this, that very 

moment, in another room, the leaders had gathered. They were done with this Jesus nonsense. 

And they hatched a secret plan…   

HYMN  A Cheering, Chanting, Dizzy Crowd  No. 200 

THE STORY Matthew 26:6-13 

THE WOMAN WHO ANOINTED JESUS AND THAT THING WITH JUDAS 

Voice 4:  In the evenings that week, Jesus would head back out of town to rest. One night, he 

was at Simon the Leper’s house, and some woman… 

Voice 3: What was a woman doing there? Did she know him?  

Voice 4:  A woman approached him, and from an alabaster jar, poured out some very expensive 

ointment and poured it on his head 

Voice 3: Right there, while he was sitting at the table, with all the others, in front of everyone… 

Voice 4:  Well, when the disciples saw this, they were furious.  

Voice 3: It was just so wasteful. And who was she again? And if she has this expensive stuff, 

why doesn’t she sell it and use the money to help the poor?  

Voice 4:  But Jesus stopped their protesting. For he recognized this moment as precious. He 

explained to them that this woman was being loving and faithful and was preparing his 

very own body for the burial which would surely come soon. He told them that the whole 

world would remember her for this holy act.  

Voice 3: It makes you wonder if they heard him. If they understood. But also, how could they?  
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Voice 4:  Then one of Jesus’ closest friends, one of his disciples, Judas, he went to the chief 

priests.  

Voice 3: The town was in chaos. Everyone was talking about Jesus and the trouble he was 

causing and who was with him and who was not, and it must have been difficult to know 

at this point, what is the faithful decision? Who is the real authority? And how much 

trouble were we really all in? And what must we do to protect ourselves? It must have 

been overwhelming… 

Voice 4:  Jesus’ dear friend, asked the chief priests, “What will you give me if I give him over 

to you?”  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION- Voice 2:  The story we tell of Jesus’ final days is filled with 

mistakes and sins and wrongdoings. There are so many moments when faithful people, 

powerful people, regular-every-day city people, all people had opportunities to keep following 

Jesus, to make just decisions, to speak out in truth and love, to believe and hope and live in 

faith. And they fell short. And often, so do we. As we look around the world, as we look around 

our own homes, and as we look deep into our own hearts, we find those same mistakes, sins and 

wrongdoings. So let us take a moment, here at this point in the story, and together offer our 

confession, to the One who is graceful enough to love us still. Take a moment now, in silence 

for personal reflection and confession, and then I will lead us in prayer together…  
 

-Silence- 
 

Voice 2:   Loving God, hear our prayer.  

Many:  As the disciples before us, we have misunderstood you 

actions, your instructions, your intentions, and your call.  

Voice 2:   We try to follow you, and we hope to be faithful, but as the 

world around us grows increasingly complicated, and as we 

find ourselves more and more distracted, we lose focus on 

you.  

Many:  We cling to our own understandings.  

Voice 2:   We follow the crowd’s leanings.  

Many:  We abandon what we know to be true.  

Voice 2:   We seek safety and comfort elsewhere.  

Many:  We turn away from you.  

Voice 2:   Lord, have mercy and forgive us.  

Many:  Pour our your grace upon us.  

Voice 2:   Stay with us, show us again, teach us anew, and renew your 

Spirit in us.  

Many:  Find us these days, find us this week, find us this Easter, 

and call us yours all over again.  

Voice 2:   And again and again.  

Many:  Amen.  
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON Adapted from Matthew 26: 17-29 

Voice 2:  That week, knowing what others were saying about him, knowing that Judas was to 

betray him, knowing that Peter was to deny him, knowing that these would be among the 

crowds chanting for his death, knowing that these disciples were going to abandon him, 

knowing all that was to come, Jesus still invited them to the table. Knowing exactly who he was 

sitting with and all the wrong they were about to do, Jesus shared a meal with them. He broke 

the bread and gave it to them, he poured out the cup and offered it to them, he gave them his 

body and his blood and offered them God’s kingdom. With grace. And love. The same bread 

and wine and body and blood and grace and love that he offers us in this place and in this time. 

Oh friends, hear the Good News- our God is one of forgiveness and love. And this is his story. 

Over and over again- You are forgiven. You are loved. Rest in God’s grace. Live in God’s 

hope. Thanks be to God!    

RESPONSE OF PRAISE (Cantor sings responses through first, followed by the congregation) 

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.  

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” (repeat)  

THE STORY  Matthew 26:36-58 

 JESUS AND THE DISCIPLES AND PRAYER AND SO MUCH BETRAYAL 

Voice 4: Read the text from The Message translation.  

HYMN  This Is the Night No. 206 

THE STORY  Matthew 26:57-27:14 

 JESUS ON TRIAL 

Voice 1:   The ones who had arrested Jesus, took him then to Caiaphas, the high priest. 

It was at his house where the scribes and elders had gathered.  

Voice 2:   But Peter was following at a distance. He sat outside and watched.  

Voice 3: The chief priests and all the authorities were there and they were looking for 

false testimony against Jesus, so that they could put him to death. And 

although many witnesses came forward, they found no such false testimony.  

Voice 1:   They asked Jesus questions and he refused to answer. The chief priest called 

out:  

Voice 2:   “I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the 

Son of God.” 

Voice 1:   But Jesus said,  

Voice 3: “You have said so, but I tell you, from now on you will see the son of man 

seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.  

Voice 1:   The high priest tore his clothes and said,  

Voice 2:   “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have heard his 

blasphemy. What is your verdict?”  

Voice 1:   They answered,  
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All:  “He deserves death.” 

Voice 1:   Then they spat in his face and struck him and some slapped him. They 

mocked his saying:  

All:  “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?”  

Voice 3: Meanwhile, Peter was outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl recognized him 

as one who was with Jesus, but Peter denied it. He moved to the porch, where 

another servant-girl recognized him and told the others standing around that 

he had been with Jesus. Again, Peter denied it. He swore, “I do not know that 

man.” But one of the people there came up to him and said he must be one of 

them, because his accent sounded like them. Peter again swore he did not 

know that Jesus. And instantly the cock crowed and Peter remembered that 

Jesus had said this would happen and he went out and wept bitterly.  

Voice 2:   In the morning, the chief priests and elders gathered to plan Jesus’ death, 

bound him and led him away and handed him over to Pilate the governor.  

Voice 1:   As Jesus stood before him, Pilate asked,  

Voice 2:   “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

Voice 1:   And though he hadn’t answered before, when he was questioned by the chief 

priests and the elders, now Jesus said,  

Voice 3: “You say so.” 

Voice 1:   Then Pilate asked him,  

Voice 2:   “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?” 

Voice 1:   But then Jesus went silent again. He didn’t answer a single charge. And Pilate 

was completely astounded.  

Voice 2:   It was an old custom during the festival for the governor to pardon a single 

prisoner named by the crowd. At the time, they had the a notorious prisoner 

called Jesus Barabbas in prison. With the crowd before him, Pilate said, 

“Which prisoner do you want me to pardon: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus the so-

called Christ?” He asked the crowd this because he know it was out of 

jealousy and spit that they had arrested him in the first place.  

Voice 3: And while he was sitting there on the judgment seat working all of this out, 

Pilate’s wife sent word to him and urged him to “have nothing to do with that 

innocent man.”  But the chief priests and the elders persisted. They worked 

the crowds. And so when Pilate asked them again,  

Voice 2:   “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?”  

Voice 1:   The crowd said,  

ALL:  “Barabbas!” 

Voice 2:   “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 
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ALL:  “Crucify him!”  

Voice 2:   “Why? What evil has he done?” 

ALL:  “Crucify him! Crucify him! Crucify him!”  

Voice 2:   Pilate looked into the crowd. A riot was beginning. He took some water and 

in front of them all washed his hands, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s 

blood. See to it yourselves.  

ALL:   “His blood be on us and on our children!” 

Voice 3: So Barabbas was released and Jesus was flogged and handed over to be 

crucified.  
 

SOLO  He Never Said a Mumblin’ Word                  Traditional Spiritual 

 

THE STORY  Matthew 27:27-55 

 WE CRUCIFY OUR LORD  
 

Voice 2:   The soldiers of the governor took Jesus and they gathered a whole team. They 

stripped him. Dressed him up like royalty. They twisted together a crown of 

thorns. They mocked him. And they mocked him. And they mocked him.  

Voice 1:   They spat on him. And they struck him. They beat him and they mocked him 

some more. 

Voice 3: And they took him away to be crucified.  

Voice 4:   He walked all that way. Beaten and spat upon. Bloodied and bruised. He carried 

their weapon of death on his own broken body. All the way up that hill.   

Voice 2:   They crucified him on that hill. And while he hung there, they cast lots for his 

clothes. They watched him. They kept right on mocking him.  

Voice 1:   People passed by as he hung there, and they’d say,  

Voice 3: “He could rebuild the whole temple in 3 days, surely he could save himself. If 

you’re the son of God, come down from that cross!”  

Voice 4:   The chief priests and the scribes went by, too. They kept at it, saying,  

Voice 2:   “Let him come down from the cross now, and we will believe him!” 

Voice 1:   “He saved others, but he cannot save himself”  

Voice 3: “He trusts in God, let God deliver him now!” 

Voice 4:   Jesus was silent all this time. But at noon, darkness came over the whole land, 

for several hours. And about 3 o’clock, finally there was something, he said 

something…. 

Voice 2:   “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani” 

Voice 1:   That is… 

Voice 3: “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”  
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Voice 4:   While the people standing there all tried to figure out what it meant, what he 

was saying, what would maybe happen, Jesus cried again, with a loud voice, 

and then breathed his last.  

 -Silence- (wrap the cross with black fabric)  

Voice 3: At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two 

Voice 4:   From top to bottom 

Voice 2:   The earth shook 

Voice 1:   And rocks were split 

Voice 3: The tombs opened 

Voice 4:   Bodies of the saints were raised from the dead 

Voice 2:   And the centurion, those with him, those who were keeping watch, they saw all 

this,  

Voice 1:   And they were terrified 

Voice 3: And they said 

Voice 4:   Surely this man was God’s Son!  

Voice 2:   Surely.  

Voice 1:   Surely.  

Voice 3: Surely.  

Voice 4:   But it was done… 
 

-Silence-  
 

HYMN Were You There No. 228 
 

PRAYER  

God of that moment and this one, too.  

God who knows the depths of our sorrow and still sends themself down into this world to be 

here in it with us.  

God betrayed, beaten, and broken. God on the cross. God in the tomb.  

God who saw what we did each step of the way.  

God who knows the world as it is, as the mess we’ve made of it, and yet, still as it might be. As 

it could be. As God will make it to be.  

Oh, God to you, we pray. 

We pray for you riding into town in glory. We pray for you teaching and healing and showing 

us the way. We pray for you in the quiet of the night and the chaos of each day. We pray for 

you as you are misunderstood. We pray for you as you suffer and hurt. We pray for you as you 

are taken away. We pray for you as we journey through this week.  

Will you pray for us too?  

Pray that we might hear your story, again and again. That it may reach us in some new way. 

That it may challenge us to some new understanding. That it may nudge us to some new 

questions. That it may release us to some new claim.  
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This Holy Week, Lord, fill us with your story. Remind us of its power. Engage us with this 

message that calls us to believe the unbelievable, to hope in things that don’t make sense, to 

love in ways we cannot even imagine, to topple systems we didn’t know needed toppling, to 

abandon the fears that hold us back, and to bear bold witness to what you are doing in us, in our 

community and in this world, through this radical thing you call love. Love that walks to the 

cross and back. Love that soars from the tomb and into our lives. Lord, fill us with that love, 

this week and always, Amen.     
 

*CLOSING HYMN My Song Is Love Unknown No. 209 

 

*BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE O Sacred Head, Now Wounded Bach 


