
An interactive reading of John 20:19-31 for Holy Humor Sunday 

The Rev. Erin Counihan wrote this for the children and youth at Oak Hill Presbyterian Church in St. Louis, MO. 

They shared it in worship on 4/3/2016. Please feel free to use with your congregation!   

 

Notes: We had older kids/adults read the narrator roles, one at the pulpit and one at the lectern. The rest of 

the kids sat in the middle of the chancel, as disciples. It doesn’t matter how many you have. Jesus and Thomas 

were hiding behind the communion table. Pastor Erin sat on the floor and helped the disciples act out their 

parts. (Anything written in parentheses is action, and not spoke aloud.) The more dramatic your youth/actors 

are- the funnier this is. Enjoy!  

Narrator 1: So, it was evening. On the first day of the week. And the disciples 

were all back at this house in town. They were terrified. They had 

heard what Mary told them- about seeing the Lord. And they 

didn’t know what would happen next. So they hid inside the 

house. They locked the doors tight. And they waited.  

Narrator 2: Then it happened. Jesus came in, never mind the door, never mind 

the locks, Jesus came in to the house, into the room, to be with 

them, and he said:  

Jesus: (Jesus jumps out from a hiding place)  

Peace be with you.  

Narrator 1:  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side- he 

showed them the wounds from his crucifixion.  
(Jesus- point to hands and side real dramatically) 

And then he said again:  

Jesus:  Peace be with you.  

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.  

Narrator 2:  When he had said this, he blew out his breath over them and said 

to them:  

Jesus:  (Jesus breathes loudly over top of the people, and the people move around 

like they can feel it and they’re almost blown over.)  

Receive the Holy Spirit.  

If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven. If you retain the 

sins of any, they are retained.  

Narrator 2:  It was a pretty intense moment. But one of the disciples, Thomas, 

who they called the Twin, which is weird because they never 

mention who his twin was, but I guess that’s not important here. 

Anyway, Thomas wasn’t there for the whole Jesus-breathing-on-

disciples moment. I can’t remember where he was? Maybe they 

sent him out to buy the pizza?  



(Thomas comes out during these lines, and is walking around away from the 

others. Then he comes to where the rest of the disciples are.)  

Narrator 1:  It doesn’t really matter. The point is, Thomas missed it. So when 

the others told him what had happened…. 

Disciples:   We have seen the Lord!  

Narrator 1:  Thomas didn’t believe it. He told them:  

Thomas:  Look, unless I see the guy, with nail-marks on his hands, and unless 

I actually put my finger into the actual mark of the nails, and stick 

my whole hand into the piercing on his side…I’m not buying it.  
(Thomas sits down with the other disciples.)  

Disciples:   Eeeeeewwwwwwwwww! 

Narrator 2: Yeah, it was kinda gross. But stories had been flying all over town 

all week. Thomas just wanted to see it with his own eyes and feel it 

with his own hands, before he could allow himself to believe.  

Narrator 1:  A week went by, and the disciples were again in the house.  

Narrator 2: Wait, they’re still sitting there?  

Narrator 1: Yeah, but that’s another story for another day. 

Narrator 2:  Okay, if you say so.  

Narrator 1:  Well, I guess the preacher actually says so….  
(Both narrators look at Pastor, who shrugs.)  

Narrator 1:  So, a week went by, and the disciples were again in the house. And 

this time Thomas was with them. Again, the doors were shut, but 

again Jesus came in and stood among them and said:  

Jesus:  (Jesus jumps out again.) Peace be with you. 

Narrator 2:  This time, though, he went to Thomas specifically and said:  

Jesus:  (Jesus walks over to where Thomas is sitting. Thomas stands up.)  

Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and 

put it in my side. Do not doubt, but believe!  

Narrator 1: Thomas answered him:  

Thomas:  My Lord, and My God!!  

Narrator 2:  Then Jesus said to Thomas: 

Jesus:  Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have come to believe.  
(Jesus and Thomas sit with the disciples.)  

Narrator 1:  Now, look, Jesus did so many other signs, in front of people, in 

front of the disciples, that haven’t been recorded or written down. 

But these stories that we share, these testimonies, these parables, 



these accounts, they were written so we would believe. So we 

would come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the child of God, 

and that through believing, we might have life in Christ’s name.  

All:  This is the Word of our Lord.  

Congregation:  Thanks be to God!  

Narrator 1:  Now, did someone say something about Pizza?????  
 


