
Advent Candle Lighting- Year A 

These are the candle lighting liturgies for Advent 2016 at Oak Hill Presbyterian Church, written by Rev. 

Erin Counihan.  You are welcome to use these in your own worship context.  

 

First Sunday of Advent - HOPE 

People of Faith, remember the story…. God created the world. God gave us life. And we lived and 

worked and played and grew. We built cultures and societies. We found ourselves tempted by power 

and wealth. We made mistakes and we hurt one another. Living together became harder and harder. 

We built systems for order and structure, but our systems kept some people down and crushed and tore 

others apart. This wasn’t the life God wanted for the world.  

So God sent HOPE.  

It didn’t look anything like we expected. It didn’t say what we wanted. It didn’t do what we pleased. But 

God’s HOPE was so much better, stronger, and deeper, more lovely, than we could have imagined.  

Friends the days are hard again. We’ve messed the whole world up again. But God is sending HOPE.  

“In days to come, the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and shall be raised above the hills, all the nations shall stream to it.” (Isaiah 2:2)  

O people of God, come, let us walk in the HOPE of the Lord…. 

(Light the first purple candle for HOPE)  

 

Second Sunday of Advent - PEACE 

People of Faith, prepare the way of the Lord… when you are tired, when you are weary, when you are 

worn down, when you are ready to quit, remember that voice crying out in the wilderness  

“Prepare the Way of the Lord”, the voice said!   

Our God of Hope (light the candle for HOPE) calls to us again and again- especially when we are weary, 

broken, and burned- and reminds us that something greater is coming. A new life. A life of love and 

hope and justice and peace. (light the candle for PEACE)  

Today as we light this fire for peace, may it kindle peace in our broken hearts, in our broken community, 

and our broken world.  

O people of God, come, let us walk in the PEACE of the Lord…. 

 



 

Third Sunday of Advent – JOY 

People of Faith, rejoice in the Lord! There is much to do to prepare the way, there is much to do to 

prepare our homes and hearts for the coming of the Christ Child. And as we prepare, as we HOPE (light 

the HOPE candle), as we pray and work for PEACE (light the PEACE candle) in Jesus’ name, we must not 

forget to rejoice!  

Rejoice in God’s love!  

Rejoice in God’s care!  

Rejoice in the strength God give us.  

For the God who created the earth and the sea,  

Keeps us in faith forever.  

The God who stands for justice and compassion,  

Watches over us forever.  

The God who is turning the world around, 

Stands beside us forever.      (adapted from Psalm 146:5-10)  

 

So we praise the Lord with JOY! (Light the JOY candle)  

  

O people of God, come, let us walk in the JOY of the Lord…. 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - Love 

People of Faith, receive this love… “The Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with 

child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14)  

God is giving us a sign. Again. All these years later. So we must cling fast to HOPE (light the HOPE 

candle), we must choose to live with PEACE (light the PEACE candle), we must lead always with JOY (light 

the JOY candle), and we must proclaim God’s love for all people (light the LOVE candle).  

O people of God, come, let us walk in the Love of the Lord…. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christmas Eve-  

People of Faith, remember the story…. Out of love, God created the world, the earth, the sea, the 

heavens, and even you and even me. God stood by us even as we created a mess of the world. 

Throughout the generations, God chose love. And people of faith tried, and failed, and tried again. We 

made things harder. We made things complicated. Numbers and power and greed and victory 

consumed us. We fell apart. We misunderstood. We lost our way. Darkness overwhelmed us. And God 

loved us still. God loved us again. God loved us more. God sent a child to teach us all again. God sends us 

that child still.  

That child is HOPE (light the HOPE candle). That child is peace (light the PEACE candle). That child is joy 

(light the joy candle). That child is LOVE (light the LOVE candle).  

O people of God, as you are, from wherever you are, no matter what the rest of the world is doing 

around you….. COME! Come and let us welcome the child, the hope, the peace, the joy, the love, the 

Christ, who changes everything. Who changed the world. Who is changing us. Again and again.  

Come, o Come, Emmanuel….  

  

 

 


