
Communion Liturgy 1/8/17- Epiphany Sunday 

A liturgy for 3 voices. Written for worship at Oak Hill Presbyterian Church by Rev. Erin Counihan. 

You are welcome to use this in your worship context.  

Invitation to the Table-  

Voice 1: Arise and Shine! God’s love is here!  

Voice 2: Arise and Shine! God’s love is born again, for you and for me, 

for me and for you!   

Voice 3: That little baby born that night, even then God wanted the 

world to know that this was something different. This was something 

special.  

Voice 1: So a star was placed in the sky, to announce the Good News of 

the Lord’s love born into this world.  

Voice 2: So a star was placed in the sky to shine and let the people 

know.  

Voice 3: So a star was place in the sky to shine so that the people might 

follow.  

Voice 1: And they did.  

Voice 2: People followed that star. The one in the sky and the one born 

that night, who grew to be quite a light to follow, indeed.  

Voice 3: And all these years later, God has set some sort of star on each 

of our paths, calling us here, to be together, and to be with God.  

Voice 1: So, arise! Follow! Come close! Look around! And Shine. Your 

light is come!  



The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Voice 2: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Voice 2: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Voice 2: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: 

 

Voice 2: 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you thanks and praise, O God because we 

know your story of love. We cling to these tales of 

our ancestors, of how you showed up in the hard 

times and how you rejoiced in the great times. 

How you moved the waters, quieted the storms, 

turned the hearts, mended the brokens, toppled 

the unjust, loved the angry, fed the hungry and 

forgave the wrongs. We give thanks for that 

moment when you sent yourself here to be with 

us in the life of Jesus. We give thanks that even all 

these years later, you keep showing up, born into 

our hearts and into our world in bold new ways 

every day. Still. We know that through the Spirit 

you are at work in us still- still hoping, still healing, 

still leading the way, and loving us always. We give 

thanks for the mystery of this thing we call faith, 

for the tradition we call church, and for the gift we 

call ministry in your name. And so we lift our 

hearts in joyful praise and join our voices with 



believers from every time and place in singing to 

your glory… 

 

SANCTUS 

No. 556 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the Lord’s 

name. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the One who comes in the Lord’s 

name. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Prayers of the Congregation:  

Voice 3: 

Lord, we praise you and we offer you our prayers.  

Knowing that you hear us, Lord, we share that  

we are afraid and need your comfort.  

we are unsure and seek your confidence.  

we are struggling and ask you for strength.  

we are hurting, Lord, please heal us. 

we are angry, please help us let go.   

we are guilty, and beg your forgiveness.   

We are empty, Lord. Fill us, now.  

Holy God, as we come to this table, to this place where you reveal 

yourself to us again and again, to this place where we are made one 



with you and one another, we are reminded of all the divisions in your 

world. Lord, for those things that separate us from you and from each 

other, we pray.  

For those places in the world, in our community, and in our hearts that 

are full of violence and rage, war and terror, greed and power, hunger 

and stress, we pray for your peace, your justice and your mercy.   

For those places in our hearts that are breaking today. For the things 

we’ve admitted to you. For the things we haven’t been able to name. 

Even in our quiet prayers. We share them now with you, O Lord…. 

Make your presence known in those broken spaces, and fill them with 

the bright light of your hope.  

Lord, we thank you for your presence always. We thank you for your 

Word. We thank you for all the ways you shine in our hearts and in our 

lives. Help us always to reflect your goodness and love.   

Be with us in this moment of sharing communion with you here in 

this place. And be with us as we go out from here, full of you, so 

that we might spread your love with passion and confidence 

everywhere we go. We pray all this, and the deep and silent 

prayers of our hearts, using the words Christ taught us to pray, 

saying… Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

 



Words of Institution 

Voice 2 

On a different night, under a different set of stars, that same child, now 

grown and at the other end of his life, gathered his friends and they 

shared a meal. On THAT night, Jesus took the bread, and after giving 

thanks to God, he broke it and gave it to the disciples saying, “Take, eat. 

This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Voice 1 

In the same way, he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant 

sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 

you drink of it, do this in remembrance of me.”  

Voice 3 

When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we remember the birth, the 

life, the ministry, the death, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We  

join in his story, and boldly follow that star, as a people who await his 

coming again in glory.  

Voice 1 

Today we share this meal with one another. Passing the bread and 

saying to our neighbor- this is Christ’s body broken for you. Passing the 

cup and saying to our neighbor- this is Christ’s blood shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. And as we do this, we do reflect God’s glory. 

Friends, let us shine, and live in the light of the Lord. Amen.  

 (Will the servers please come forward.)  

 

Sharing the bread and the cup 

 



PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

Voice 2:  Let us pray. 

Unison:  Gracious God, you have shared Jesus with us. By your Spirit, 

make us now one with Christ, and one with all who share in this feast, 

who share in this story, who share in your love. And send us out from 

this place to boldly love in your name. Amen.  

 


