
Communion Liturgy- World Communion Sunday 2017 

This liturgy was written by the Rev. Erin Counihan for worship at Oak Hill Presbyterian Church. You are 

welcome to use this in your own worship context. 

Service Texts: Matthew 21:23-32 and Exodus 17:1-7 

 

Voice 1:  Out in the wilderness, they walked and complained.  

Voice 2:  And then them, in another time and place, through the 

villages and towns they followed him.  

Voice 3:  They didn’t understand.  

Voice 1:  And neither did they.  

Voice 2:  Because God’s plan was so much bigger than they were used 

to.  

Voice 3:  God’s plan was so much bigger than what they could 

imagine.  

Voice 1:  God’s plan IS bigger than us, gathered here in this space, too.  

Voice 2:  And still, we’re invited to be a part of it.  

Voice 3:  So come, come to this table and be a part of something BIG.  

Voice 1:  Come to this table and be a part of something we don’t 

totally understand.  

Voice 2:  Come be a part of the generations and tribes and languages 

and traditions.  

Voice 3:  Come be a part of this story.  

Voice 1:  Come to this table and be with God.  

Voice 2:  The Lord Be with You.  

All:  And also with you.  

Voice 3:  Lift up your hearts.   

All:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Voice 1:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All:  It is right to give God our thanks and praise.  

Voice 2:  It is right and good and wonderful to give our God thanks 

and praise. As people who are prone to wandering, 

questioning, and doubting. As those who have a history of 



losing faith, we give thanks to our God who is always faithful. 

Who creates and keeps creating. Who abides and keeps 

abiding. Who provides and keeps providing. Our God who 

moves the waters, walks the people through danger into 

freedom, who heals the sick and topples the sick systems. 

Our God who welcomes the stranger and who sets the 

captives free. Our God who offers love and manna and grace 

and wisdom and inspiration and community, which is always 

bigger than we can imagine. Well, of course we give that God 

thanks and praise. And we join with the community of saints 

and wanna-bes, of believers and beginners, of hopefull and 

almost hopeless who forever continue to sing in God’s name:  

 SANCTUS     Glory to God     No. 556 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the Lord’s name. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the One who comes in the Lord’s name. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

  

Voice 1:  

Blessed is the One who now hears our prayers. Lord, we pray to you 

this day for all your world. We pray for all who are thirsty. We pray for 

those who are in danger and for those who are causing such fear. We 

pray for those who are hurting and for those who are creating pain. 

Lord, for the people in your world, those we know and those we know 

not, who need you right now, we name them silently now…  

(silence)  



Blessed is the One who hears our cries and comes with an answer, with 

a vision, with a plan. Help us, Lord, to have faith while we wait. Help us 

to work for your justice, peace and love, while we wait. And help us to 

celebrate, when we see your vision lived out. Lord, we give you thanks 

for all the ways we have seen your vision, your work, your presence in 

action this week…. 

(silence)  

Blessed is the One who hears our prayers. We offer all of these prayers, 

and the cries and shouts held silently in the depths of our hearts and 

spirits, to you now, Lord, in trust, in faith, praying as you taught us to 

pray, saying… Our Father…..  

 

Voice 3:  

Blessed is our lord who hears our cries.  

Voice 2:  

Blessed is our lord who quenches our thirst.  

Voice 1:  

Blessed is our lord who always provides.  

Voice 3:  

Blessed is our lord who prepares this very feast for us this day.  

Voice 2: (BREAKING THE BREAD)  

And Blessed is Jesus who on the night before he died, gathered his 

friends for a meal, took the bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to 

them, saying: Take, eat. This is my body. Do this, remembering me.  



Voice 1:  

(POURING THE CUP) 

Blessed is Jesus who in the same way, took the cup and gave it took 

them saying: This cup is the new covenant, sealed in my blood.  Drink of 

it, all of you. Do this, remembering me.  

Voice 3:  

We take this cup and we take this bread today in the name of Jesus 

Christ. We pass it to one another, today, remembering that people of 

faith all over the world are sharing this same meal. And so, as you pass 

the plates, as you say to your neighbor, this is Christ’s body broken for 

you, as you say to your neighbor, this is Christ’s blood shed for you, you 

proclaim these words not just here in this place, but throughout God’s 

great world. With love, let us now share in that feast. Thanks be to 

God!  

 


