
Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy  

Nov. 4, 2017 Gathering – WORSHIP  

Worship Leaders Guide  

 

Gathering/Transition Music      Ms. Susan Brown  
 

Call to Worship                                                                               Ms. Stephanie Foltz 

(Adapted from Psalm 42)  

One:  At the end of each day,  

Many:  At the dawn of each morning,  

One:  In the middle of it all, when I’m too busy to even notice,  

Many:  When I’m alone and can’t escape my own thoughts,  

One:  My soul longs for you, O God.  

Many:  My soul thirsts for you, Lord.  

One:  My body, mind, and spirit ache for the living Lord.  

Many:  My hope, health, and courage reach for you, God.  

One:  I cry out.  

Many:  I pray, sing, dance, and shout.  

One:  I wonder silently.  

Many:  And I watch for you.  

One:  Hear me, O Lord.  

Many:  Hear us, God of love.  

One:  For you are our hope.  

Many:  For you are our strength.  

One:  Hear us as we worship you.  

Many:  See us as we do your work.  

One:  Know us as we ask more questions.  

Many:  Love us as we rest in your presence.  

One:  My soul longs for you.  

Many:  My soul thirsts for the living God.  

 



Hymn    Come into God’s Presence     No. 413 

 

Prayer         Rev. Dr. Craig Howard   

God of life and love and strength and commitment, we come into your presence, we 

greet you again today. And again. And again. We thank you for your Spirit, for your comfort, for 

your challenge, and for this call you’ve placed on our lives, and into our communities. We thank 

you for the opportunity to work together, to eat together, to share in fellowship and ministry, to 

pray together, to sing as one big, bad choir. To lament and cry and mourn together. To 

celebrate, and dream and stretch together, too. Reach out today to every thirsty soul, to every 

longing spirit, to every restless mind and every broken heart. Find us here. Find us searching for 

you. Give us a Word. Give us a nudge. Give us another try. And help us to listen, to understand, 

to wrestle, to explore, to dig in, and to keep learning and growing ever closer to you, through 

Christ our Lord, Amen.                                                                  

 

Reading 

 Mark 12:38-44       Rev. Dr. Deb Krause  

 

Sermon                                                                                             Rev. Dr. Deb Krause 

 

After Preaching Deb invites the congregation to stand in body or spirit and share in the:  

Affirmation of Faith                                                                     Selection from Belhar  

 

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and 

cares for the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of 

the world and will do to the end.  

 

We believe 

 • that God has revealed God’s self as the one who wishes to bring about justice and true 

peace among people;  

• that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the 

destitute, the poor and the wronged 

 • that God calls the church to follow God in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed 

and gives bread to the hungry;  

• that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind;  

• that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and widows 

and blocks the path of the ungodly;  

• that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the widows in their 

suffering; • that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to seek the right;  

• that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering and need, which 

implies, among other things, that the church must witness against and strive against any 

form of injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an 

ever-flowing stream;  

• that the church as the possession of God must stand where the Lord stands, namely 

against injustice and with the wronged;  



• that in following Christ the church must witness against all the powerful and privileged 

who selfishly seek their own interests and thus control and harm others. 

 

Therefore, we reject any ideology which would legitimate forms of injustice and any 

doctrine which is unwilling to resist such an ideology in the name of the gospel.  

 

Jesus is Lord. To the one and only God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be the honor and 

the glory for ever and ever. 

 

Response 

            

Offering                                                                     Rev. Erin Counihan  

  Church, you are invited today to share what you have with God’s people. We 

collect today’s offering on behalf of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. We send our prayers, our 

dollars, and our love to our neighbors who have been impacted by hurricanes, earthquakes, and 

wildfires these past few months. May God bless us to be a generous blessing to all. Amen.   

        Collecting the offering: Michelle Smith, Melanie Smith, Janice McMillen, Liz Kanerva 

 Offertory        Ms. Susan Brown  

 Gloria Patri   Glory to God     No. 582 

 

Installation of Officers                                                

Introductions                            Rev. Erin Counihan  

 
Questions to the Moderator-Elect and Vice-Moderator-Elect    Rev. Joy Myers     
Are you willing to be installed to office as Moderator and Vice-Moderator of the Presbytery of 
Giddings-Lovejoy?                                
          I am.  
Do you welcome this responsibility because you are determined to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to love neighbors, and to work for the reconciling of the world?       
          I do.  
Will you serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination and love, relying on God’s 
mercy and rejoicing in God’s promises through Jesus Christ our Lord?              
          I will.  
Question to the Presbytery                                 Rev. Erin Counihan  
Do we the members of and commissioners to the Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy accept these 
good people as our Moderator and our Vice-Moderator, chosen of God and elected by the 
presbytery to guide us in the way of Jesus Christ?       We do. 
 
Declaration of Installation      Rev. Erin Counihan  
 
Prayer         Rev. Joy Myers  
 
Presentation of Symbols of Office 
 From the former Moderator to the Moderator – The Moderator’s Stole & Cross 
 From the Stated Clerk to the former Moderator – A Cross 
 From the former Vice-Moderator to the Vice-Moderator—A Stole 
 From the former Moderator to the Moderator’s Session – A Banner 



 
 

Lord’s Supper                                                                                 Rev. Deb Krause  

                                                                                                          Mr. Mike Willock 

                                                                                                          Rev. Vanessa Hawkins 

Invitation to the Table 

Deb: Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens and I will 

give you rest. 

Mike: Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if those who hear my voice open the 

door, I will come in and eat with them and they with me.” 

Vanessa: Jesus said, “ Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble 

in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” 

Deb: Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

Mike: Jesus invites all to this table, this table he has set, which belongs to no congregation or 

denomination, which requires no formal training or earned admission ticket. Jesus invites all 

who seek, all who yearn, all who hope, all who wrestle, to come and be fed. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Vanessa: The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the 

Lord. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. It is 

right and faithful and our joy, O Lord, to give you thanks and praise. We thank you for showing 

up. All those ages ago. And making a home for us in this world. Making a home for us in your 

presence. For making a home for yourself in us. Throughout the generations, you offered love, 

and love, and love. You poured yourself into this place, you created a people, you carried them 

and us through storms and floods and fires, exile and devastation, injustice and oppression, 

rejection and doubt, greed and distrust. 

Deb: And you loved us still. 

Mike: You watched us craft institutions in your name and hurt people under the guise of faith. 

You listened as we abused your Word and felt piercing pain as we nailed you to a cross. 

Deb: And you loved us still. 

Vanessa: And so we come to this table as people who know you love us. Because we have 

seen your love in action. 

Deb: Because we share in the stories of your grace. 

Mike: Because we seek to be changed by your presence in our lives. 

Vanessa: And we give thanks that you loved us still. 



Deb: We give thanks that you keep loving us still. 

Mike: We join our voices with the choirs of angels throughout all time and space who sing and 

celebrate your glory, singing: 

SANCTUS 

  GTG # 556 

  

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the Lord’s name. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the Lord’s name. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Prayers of the People: 

Erin: Let us pray. 

     Rain Down (GTG #48, play music in the background under the prayer) 

Erin: Loving God, we come to you table and we pray to you now with hope-filled hearts. That 

you might find us, right where we are. That you might show up, right now. And make a new 

home in us. Make us to be a home for all who need you in this world. Transform us. Reform us. 

Again and again. And also right now. And pour your spirit into the struggles and sorrows of our 

lives. Rain down your presence, rain down your love, O Lord divine. 

All Sing: Rain Down, Rain Down, rain down your love on your people. Rain down, Rain 

down, rain down your love, God of life. 

Erin: Truly, I tell you, Lord, you are all we have to live on. Hear your people who cry out. Hear 

all those who need healing. Who need help. Who just need a break. Who need a reminder of 

why they first believed. Who need a reason to believe again. Rain down your love, O Lord 

divine. 

All Sing: Rain Down, Rain Down, rain down your love on your people. Rain down, Rain 

down, rain down your love, God of life. 

Erin: Healing Lord Christ, we pray your presence especially among those in danger, for peoples 

and places under siege. For those who flee from their homes seeking safety and refuge. For 

those who have no place at all to call home. For all who carry hate in their hearts. Especially 

today we pray for….. (Erin will add petitions) 

  

Rain down your love, O Lord divine. 

All Sing: Rain Down, Rain Down, rain down your love on your people. Rain down, Rain 

down, rain down your love, God of life. 



Erin: For a community gathered in faithful witness. For all the expressions of your church and 

love. For how we learn and how we serve. Give us courage to celebrate you, to craft new 

relationships in your name, to strengthen old bonds and forgive tired debts. To join you in the 

work you are doing, Lord, to bring forth justice and peace in this world. Rain down with your 

creativity, your courage, and your compassion, so that we might share it with all your people. 

Rain down your love, O Lord Divine. 

All Sing: Rain Down, Rain Down, rain down your love on your people. Rain down, Rain 

down, rain down your love, God of life. 

Erin: Lord, we pray all of this, and we offer, too, the silent prayers of our hearts (space for 

silence) and we pray using the words Jesus taught us, saying…. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

(music ends) 

  

Words of Institution 

Deb: On the night before he died, in the middle of an evening full of struggle and stress, 

knowing he was about to betrayed and denied, Jesus gathered his friends together to share a 

meal. He took bread, and after giving thanks for it, he broke it, and gave it to the ones who 

followed him, who worked with him, who tried to be faithful to him, and he said to them: Take, 

eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 

Vanessa: In the same way, he took the cup, sharing it with those wonderfully imperfect 

followers, and said: This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me. 

Mike: We will share in this meal today by intinction. You’re invited to come up to the serving 

stations and break off a piece of the bread, as much as you like, as much as you need, then dip 

it in the cup to consume the elements together. We  have a gluten free option available for 

anyone who needs it at the station on the right. 

Deb: Family of God, you are invited to this meal, not because you have it all figured out, not 

because you’re good and great and you’ve done the things to earn or win it, but because Christ 

who loves you, is willing to work in you and with you, is making a home out of you, and wants 

you to be filled for this journey. So come, come to the table, let God’s provision rain down. Be 

fed. Be loved.   

Sharing of the Bread and the Cup 



 We are serving Communion by intinction.  

 Communion Servers: Station 1: Mike Willock and Deb Krause  

    Station 2: Vanessa Hawkins and Patrick Gruber  

    Gluten-Free Station: Craig Howard and Janice McMillen   

  

Prayer After Communion: 

Unison:  O God, thank you for loving us and building your home in us. Through this 

meal, make us closer to you. Help us to know and share your love. Amen.  

 

  

      

Hymn    Go To The World    No. 295 

 

Benediction                                                                                     Rev. Dr. Deb Krause 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*All liturgy written by Rev. Erin Counihan for this service of worship. You are welcome to use in 

your own ministry context.  


